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use the church. Do not invite 

them to New U classes. Let 

them find their own heartbro-

ken way back -- they will if 

they're really UU, after all.  

    This scheme is guaranteed to 

be effective. After a few years, 

only weary refugees from other 

religions will be left in your 

church -- hardly a group that can 

maintain its numbers, much less 

threaten the right-thinking world 

with a liberal faith. There's even 

a name for this plan. It's called 

the YRUU youth group. And 

you wonder where all the young 

adults are... But what if you 

don't want to kill our religion -- 

what can you do?  

   Here are four steps to pre-

vent denominational death:  

   1. Reaching Out. Make sure 

youth are not separated from 

you and the congregation. Know 

all the youth in your congrega-

tion by name. Introduce youth 

to those younger and older than 

themselves. Minister to youth, 

allow yourself to be ministered 

to by youth, and get the congre-

gation and the staff to do the 

same. Offer them an age-

appropriate class like “The New 

U” (many Coming of Age pro-

grams fill this role). Afterwards, 

invite them to sign the member-

ship book and explain to them 

the benefits and responsibilities 

of membership -- be explicit 

about the privilege of voting and 

the need to pledge. Recognize all 

new members,  includ ing    

youth,  dur ing a Sunday       

morning worship service.  

   2. Integration. Integrate youth 

into the wider life of the congre-

gation. You can't rely on one 

youth advisor (especially one 

who is not a member of your 

congregation) to do this. If you 

have four members of your con-

gregation act as youth advisors, 

it's easier on the advisors (and 

much, much easier to recruit 

them) and gives the youth four 

times as many adult contacts. 

But you need to go beyond that. 

Have the youth run at least one 

worship service a year, and help 

them plan it (don't take over the 

planning yourself, of course). 

Explain to youth how to negoti-

ate church politics and how they 

can share power with adults. 

Make sure there is a youth rep-

resentative on your governing 

board. Help youth join commit-

tees, especially search commit-

tees. When youth become 

members, remind them when to 

vote in congregational meetings.  

    3. Growth of Affection. 

When youth and adults work 

together, play together, and 

worship together, you find that 

they begin to make friends with 

each other. Needless to say, 

both youth and adults value 

these friendships. When there is 

more affection between indi-

viduals, you'll find that more and 

more ministry is being done 

together. As more and more 

ministry is done, people gain 

affection for Unitarian Universal-

ism and they become more de-

v o t e d  t o  t h e  c a u s e s                 

of liberal religion (their     

pledges tend to go up, too).  

    4. Moving On and Staying in 

Touch. Youth grow up. When 

they grow up, more often than 

   It’s the middle of the winter and 

you’re bored. How about plotting 

to destroy your church? It’s not as 

hard as you think. Here are four 

easy steps to denominational 

death: 

   1. Separation. Gather together 

the most energetic, creative, so-

cially conscious new members of 

your church in one big room. Let's 

call them the "Boosters." Tell them 

that they're special, wonderful 

people. Continue by telling them 

they're so amazing that they have 

different needs from the rest of 

the congregation, which would be 

better filled by meeting with other 

Boosters than bothering the     

r e s t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .   

   2. Isolation. Arrange for the 

Boosters to have their own meet-

ings at times when no one else is 

in the building. Encourage them to 

take on new leadership roles and 

responsibilities, but only in groups 

made up entirely of Boosters. 

Casually mention that non-Booster 

committees are "boring" and 

"don't get anything done."  

   3. Disaffection. Lead small-group 

worship services where each 

Booster gets to talk about his or 

her own problems but isn't re-

quired to respond to what anyone 

else has to say. They'll get used to 

concentrating on themselves in-

stead of learning how to listen and 

worship as part of a congregation. 

If a few of the Boosters do sneak 

off and attend the regular Sunday-

morning service, they'll complain 

that the service is "boring" and 

"doesn't speak to me," and leave.  

    4. Rejection. After the Boosters 

have been meeting for a few years, 

tell them that they can no longer 
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 Sermon Topics 

September 7—Water Communion—

Members bring to the service a small 

amount of water from a place that is special 

to them. During service, people pour their 

water into a large bowl. The combined wa-

ter is symbolic of our shared faith coming 

from many different sources. Multi-

generational service; no children’s RE classes 

today. 

T H E  C O M P A S S  

September 14—Suzanne Perrey will 

speak on What is Race? Tom Moor 

worship leader. 

September 21—Ed Howard will speak 

on Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves. 

Linda Sue Cates worship leader. 

September 28—To Be Announced; 

Potluck following service 

United Caring Shelter 
   UUCE prepares a meal at the 

United Caring Shelter on the 3rd 

Friday of the month.  We work 

from 3:30 to 5:30pm.  Helpers 

are needed! Sign-up sheet is in 

the church foyer. 

    Donations of spaghetti noodles 

and sauce are always needed too!   

How to Kill a Religion...Or Help It Grow continued 

not they move away from the 

communities they grew up in. 

But we can help them stay in 

touch with Unitarian Universal-

ism. When they are still youth, 

get them to continental events 

like General Assembly or dis-

trict events like youth confer-

ences or district meetings, so 

they get a sense of the wider 

UU movement. When they 

move away from home, recog-

nize that transition with a 

bridging ceremony. Make sure 

they continue to get the con-

gregation's newsletter for at 

least a few years. Send them 

printed copies of sermons for a 

few years, or give them a sub-

scription to the Church of the 

Larger Fellowship's Student 

Service. Give them the address 

of nearby UU congregations 

and advice about how to get 

involved in a new church or 

fellowship. Make sure they are 

on the mailing list for Ferment, 

the UU young adult newsletter. 

Put them in touch with the UU 

Y o u n g  A d u l t  O f f i c e .   

    And help complete the cycle 

in your own congregation. 

When young adults who grew 

up as Unitarian Universalists 

walk in the door of your con-

gregation, recognize that they 

are not the same as "come-

outers," adults who come out 

of other faith traditions. Con-

trary to popular belief, young 

adults who were born UUs do 

not require as much orienta-

tion and will be ready for lead-

ership much sooner than mid-

d l e - a g e d  n e w c o m e r s .   

   This scheme is guaranteed to 

be effective in strengthening 

Unitarian Universalism. After a 

few years, you will see in-

creased enthusiasm both in 

youth and in adults. Soon, large 

numbers of born UUs will aug-

ment the refugees from other 

religions, and we'll be on our 

way to increasing our numbers 

so that we can change the 

world with our liberal faith. 

There's even a name for this 

plan. It's called love. And now 

you know how we can hold on 

to our youth and young adults. 

Now that you know, what are 

you going to do about it? 

“As You Wish” Discussion Series 

   The final program in the “As You Wish” end-of-life discussion 

series will be on Sunday, September 28 in the sanctuary at ap-

proximately 12:30pm following the potluck lunch. This time we 

will be discussing organ and tissue donation, and we are fortu-

nate to have two speakers—one representing an organ donor 

and one an organ recipient. This promises to be a very interest-

ing and informative session, so please plan to attend! 
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   It’s that time of year again to plan 

for the Fall Festival on Franklin 

Street. This year’s festival is October 

6 through 11. The UUCE menu will 

consist of bottled water, iced tea, 

bacon brownies, spicy black bean 

soup and gazpacho soup. 

   The spicy black bean soup will 

again be listed on the Deaconess 

“Wise Choice” menu this year. 

   We will prepare all of the food 

before the event and then freeze it. 

We have the use of a couple of com-

mercial freezers but will definitely 

need additional freezer space. If any-

one has a freezer they are not using 

and could let us use it until October, 

please let me know. 

   This fundraiser is one of our big-

gest events—the Fall Festival booth 

success is very important to our 

financial well-being. 

    John Schaeffer has taken on the 

task of scheduling work teams to 

operate the booth. Please meet 

with him as soon as possible to 

learn how the teams will function 

and to volunteer to either lead a 

work team (be a day captain) or 

become a part of one. 

   I will oversee the preparation of 

the food for the booth. We will 

need help on Thursday, September 

11, and Friday, September 12 be-

tween the hours of 8:00am and 

4:30pm at Bethel United Church of 

Christ where we will be cooking the 

food. We are looking for volunteers 

who wish to cook and have fun at 

the same time! 

   There is a sign-up sheet in the 

church foyer listing the open times 

for helping to cook at Bethel UCC. If 

you cannot get to the foyer, please 

let me know and I will add you to 

the list. 

   Contact me if you would like to 

help in any way with this year’s Fall 

Festival.  

 

Thank you, 

Ashley Perkins 

Fall Festival Committee Chair 

(812) 483-0883 

ashleyperkins612@yahoo.com 

Fall Festival 

This Year in Religious Exploration Classes... 
Adult 

   Beginning Tuesday, September 30 

at 6:30pm — Spirit of Life. This 

once a month series of workshops 

will be facilitated by Mollie Pharo 

and Bev Tonso at the church.  

    The first workshop is “Exploring 

Spirituality for Unitarian Universal-

ists.” This introductory workshop 

gets participants in touch with spiri-

tual moments in their lives. Rather 

than offering opportunities to dis-

cuss or debate the existence of 

something external called “spirit,” 

the activities help participants rec-

ognize and claim their own internal 

experiences of wonder, awe, and 

connection. 

   Ashley Perkins and the RE council 

will be providing children’s RE ac-

tivities during the same time for 

those who would like to bring their 

children along. 

    Sign-up sheet is located in the 

foyer.  

 

Pre-K (ages 3-5yrs) 

   Beginning Sunday, September 21 

at 10:30am — Wonder Story Bas-

kets. This is two Sundays a month* 

during regular children’s RE sched-

uled time in the nursery. Teacher: 

Ashley Perkins. 

    This program will introduce con-

cepts of our 7th Principle: Respect 

for the interdependent web of exis-

tence of which we are a part — in 

caring for our planet Earth — using 

story and activity baskets.  

 

Elementary 

   Beginning Sunday, September 21 

at 10:30am — World of Wonder. 

This is two Sundays a month* dur-

ing regular children’s RE scheduled 

time at Chalice House. Teachers: 

Sid Hall, Nancy Higgs, and Mary 

Helen Weldy. 

   This program delves deep into 

our Unitarian Universalist 7th Prin-

ciple. It instills respect for the inter-

dependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part, and apprecia-

tion of its beauty, excitement, and 

mystery. It is founded on the prem-

ise that direct experience in nature 

is essential to children’s physical, 

emotional, intellectual, and spiritual 

development. Time spent experi-

encing and exploring nature during 

these years can set a pattern for the 

rest of children’s lives, bringing last-

ing openness to the wonder nature 

can spark.  

 

   *One Sunday a month is reserved 

for multi-generational worship with 

children in the sanctuary. 

   *Faith in Action: We reserve one 

Sunday a month for Pre-K and Ele-

mentary activities that emphasize 

social responsibility. 

    

   Fill out a 2014-2015 Family Regis-

tration Form if you would like your 

child(ren) to participate in the Pre-

K or Elementary classes.  

   Contact Ashley Perkins, Director 

of Religious Exploration, for more 

details or if you have questions. 

redirector@uuevansville.org   

(812) 474-1704 

http://www.uuevansville.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/2014-2015-RE-Family-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.uuevansville.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/2014-2015-RE-Family-Registration-Form.pdf
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Child care available 

during service! 

Service on Sundays at 10:00am 

Youth RE on Sundays at 

10:30am 

Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Evansville 

2910 East Morgan Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47711 

812-474-1704 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
 

Sun, Sept 21: 10am Gypsies, Tramps, and 

Thieves 

 

Sun, Sept 21: 11:30am RE Open House at 

Chalice House 

 

Mon, Sept 22: 6pm Down to Earth 

 

Thurs, Sept 25: 11:30am Book Club—Gypsy 

Boy by Mickey Walsh 

 

Sat, Sept 27: 12pm Church rented out for 

fundraiser 

 

Sun, Sept 28:  10am Service; potluck follow-

ing service 

 

Sun, Sept 28: 12:30pm “As You Wish” 

 

Sun, Sept 28: 3 to 5pm Dances of Universal 

Peace 

 

Mon, Sept 29: 6pm Down to Earth 

 

Tues, Sept 30: 6:30pm Adult RE—Spirit of 

Life: Exploring Spiritualist for Unitarian 

Universalists 

 

Tues, Sept 30: 6:30pm Children’s RE—

Expressing Harmony 

 

 

Thurs, Sept 4: 6pm Bellydance w/ Laci 

($12 drop-in) 

 

Fri, Sept 5: 7pm Drum Circle 

 

Sun, Sept 7: 9am Adult Discussion Group 

 

Sun, Sept 7: 10am Water Communion 

 

Mon, Sept 8: 6pm Down to Earth 

 

Thurs, Sept 11: 8am to 4:30pm Fall Festival 

Cooking at Bethel UCC 

 

Thurs, Sept 11: 6pm Bellydance w/ Laci 

($12 drop-in) 

 

Fri, Sept 12: 8am to 4:30pm Fall Festival 

Cooking at Bethel UCC 

 

Sun, Sept 14: 10am What is Race? 

 

Mon, Sept 15: 6pm Down to Earth 

 

Thurs, Sept 18: 6pm Bellydance w/ Laci 

($12 drop-in) 

 

Fri, Sept 19: 3:30pm Dinner at United 

Caring Shelter (sign-up in foyer) 

 

Fri, Sept 19: 7pm Drum Circle 

 

Sun, Sept 21: 9am Adult Discussion Group 

Support Teams 

   UUCE now has support teams in place to assist those members 

and friends who need assistance with activities of daily living, such as 

grocery shopping, lawn care, meal preparation, etc., due to illness, 

death in the family, or other circumstance. If you or someone else 

needs such help, please notify Sharon Dennis at 431-9148 or sden-

nis1.sd@gmail.com, Bev Tonso at 476-9235 or btonso44@att.net, or 

Teddye Thompson at 402-2744 or t.thompson@wowway.com 

Coffee Order 
    Place your order for Equal Exchange 

Fair Trade chocolate, cocoa and coffee by 

the 15th of the month.  Coffee prices av-

erage $8-$10 per 10oz package plus ship-

ping. Your purchase supports the Unitar-

ian Universalist Service Committee. Con-

tact Chris Norrington for details cnorring-

ton@hotmail.com. 

Board of Directors: 

President  Tina Sizemore 

President Elect  Sharon Dennis 

Secretary   Chuck Meny 

Secretary Elect  Jasmine Sturgill 

Treasurer  Mollie Pharo 

Treasurer Elect  David Fentress 

Director   Suzanne Perrey 

Director   Tom Moor 

RE Director  Ashley Perkins 

  

Other Volunteers: 

Building and Grounds John Schaeffer 

Communications  Chris Norrington 

Congregational Life Chris Norrington 

Social Justice  Charles Luker 

Stewardship  Chris Norrington 

Worship Associates Tom Moor 

Youth Leader  Mary Helen Weldy 

Newsletter Editor Tina Sizemore 

   info@uuevansville.org 

Webmaster  Ashley Perkins 

Website   www.uuevansville.org  


