
veal his status when he began 

attending our church. 

   To all of the parents, grand-

parents, and other relatives of 

children who come to our 

church, I want you to know 

that we are there for you and 

YOUR CHILDREN WILL AL-

WAYS COME FIRST WITH 

US. As a member, I am so 

sorry that you may now have 

concerns about this. Please do 

not go away. We can work, 

we can meet, and we can re-

view our procedures to make 

sure that everything possible is 

in place to guarantee the safety 

of our precious children. 

   To each and every member 

and friend who is having sec-

ond thoughts about belonging 

or attending, think back on 

what brought you to this 

church—this is your beloved 

community. 

   As the Rev. Dr. Matthew 

Johnson-Doyle stated in his 

sermon on “Making Democ-

racy Work”: “We Unitarian 

Universalists have a Bayesian 

religion. We have no creed, 

we assert no absolute. We 

have some 99% confidences—

that all people are sacred, that 

our lives matter, that justice 

and beauty is worthy of our 

love.” 

   -Linda Sue Cates 

   The service entitled “One 

Man’s Struggle.” This service 

did not seem to me to be 

about a struggle, but rather it 

became a platform to promote 

the book he is writing and to 

enlist our church members 

and friends in a campaign to 

help remove people he feels 

should not be on the “Sex 

Offender” list. 

   It was my understanding that 

the service would be a dis-

closer to explain to the mem-

bers his plight and tell us why 

he did not reveal himself to 

the Board president when he 

discovered we were lay led. 

That did not happen during his 

presentation, nor would he 

answer the “why” question 

when it was asked during the 

discussion. The congregation 

was unable to ask questions 

and get any answers as they 

were constantly cut off when 

they were trying to state how 

they felt. The parents of the 

children who attend our 

church were stunned when 

they were told he was on the 

“Sex Offender” list and they 

had not been informed. 

   In my opinion, we were not 

trusted that we would uphold 

and live by our principles and 

accept him into our church 

community. By not disclosing 

his status to us, he did an in-

justice to our church by as-

suming that he would not be 

welcomed if he did so. 

   No questions by members 

and friends asked were an-

swered. Instead, we were told 

that we “asked good ques-

tions,” and then he went back 

to his position about the legal 

injustice of consequences in-

curred by people on the “Sex 

Offender” list and how we 

need to get the law changed. 

The whole response period 

reminded me of trying to pin 

down a politician who seems 

to never give one a direct 

answer to a question asked. 

   This is a small church, one 

which has our Unitarian Uni-

versalist Principles the call to 

accept the worth and dignity 

of every person. We, as a 

body, strive to uphold our 

principles. However, the first 

and most important responsi-

bility of our church is to pro-

tect the children who attend 

and to let the parents know 

that we will always protect 

their children. We have poli-

cies and procedures in place 

to do that. The sad thing 

about this is that he did not 

trust us to abide by our poli-

cies, procedures, and princi-

ples and so chose not to re-
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Sermon Topics 

August 4—Tom Moor will present the concept of Moral 

Injury. 

August 11—Ed Howard will present the film Two Who 

Dared. 

August 18—Hardin Rathgeber will speak. Tom Moor wor-

ship leader. 

August 25—Chris Rothbauer, UU ministerial intern, will 

preach. Potluck following service. 

T H E  C O M P A S S  

UUCE Book Club 

 

The next meeting is Thursday, August 29th from 11:30am until 

1:00pm. Bring your lunch to eat while we discuss this month’s book, 

Complexity: The Emerging Science at the Edge of Order and Chaos by M. 

Mitchell Waldrop. All members and friends are welcome! 

 

List of upcoming books can be found at  

uucebookclub.wordpress.com 

cies to purchase these contra-

ceptive devices, has effectively 

halted free and easy access to 

them. It is a small but signifi-

cant set-back to reproductive 

health in Indiana. 

   To counteract Governor 

Pense’s action, members of 

Tri-State Alliance are hosting 

a “Red Party” at Blush Ultra 

Lounge in the Casino District 

on Sunday, July 28th from 6 to 

10p.m. The cover charge is 

five dollars. You are invited to 

attend, but there is more we 

can do. We can contact Sena-

tor Vaneta Becker - Sena-

tor.Becker@iga.in.gov, State 

Representative Gail Riecken - 

h77@iga.in.gov, and Repre-

sentative Suzanne Crouch - 

h78@iga.in.gov and make 

known our alarm and displeas-

ure upon hearing of the Gov-

ernor’s misguided behavior. 

   Finally, you may wish to 

donate money to the TSA 

Prevention Project, PO Box 

2901, 47728, to replenish the 

supply of condoms. 

   According to the most re-

cent issue of the Tri-State 

Alliance Newsletter, the pur-

chase and distribution of con-

doms through STD clinics, 

HIV prevention, and AIDS 

service organizations as well 

as local bars is in danger of 

being discontinued. 

   A decision by Indiana Gov-

ernor Mike Pense to stop 

state funds from being used 

for the purchase of condoms, 

along with all federal funds 

that flow through state agen-

A Worthy Program Is On The Ropes; You Can Help 

mailto:senator.becker@iga.in.gov
mailto:senator.becker@iga.in.gov
mailto:h77@iga.in.gov
mailto:h78@iga.in.gov
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July Board Meeting Highlights 

   The Board met the evening of July 

1st to conduct the business of the 

Church. Present were Joan DeVillez, 

Ed Howard, Bev Tonso, Chris Nor-

rington, David Fentress, Alice 

Carden, and Jasmine Sturgill. Mollie 

Pharo and Tina Sizemore were ab-

sent. 

   The meeting was noteworthy for 

the surprise announcements made 

during the course of the evening. 

   After lighting the candle, President 

Ed read a June 27th newspaper arti-

cle written by Julie Rosenbaum-

Englehardt noting the passing on June 

25th of Geneice Snow, a longtime 

friend of the Church and a volunteer 

at the Patchwork Food Pantry. Ge-

neice exhibited exemplary bravery 

and courage after enduring several 

tragedies. Ed said a memorial service, 

led by John Schaeffer, was held at the 

Church on Saturday, June 29th. It 

featured music by members of the 

Old Dam Community Band of which 

Geneice was a member. 

   Alice Carden surprised everyone 

with the announcement that she and 

Jack will be moving back to Dallas, 

Texas, in late July. The Chair ex-

pressed regret at the news, thanked 

them for the many ways she and Jack 

have contributed to the well-being of 

the Church, and wished them both 

well in the future. 

   Joan DeVillez dropped another 

bomb-shell when her turn came to 

give her report. She said she is re-

signing from her post as RE Director 

effective July 31st. An announcement 

soliciting applicants for the position 

has appeared in the weekly bulletin 

during July. 

   David Fentress gave a report on 

Church investments. The endow-

ment is now valued at $36,181; the 

Building Fund at $2,300; the Yael 

Haffner Memorial at $40,384; and 

pre-paid pledges at $11,002, bringing 

the total to almost ninety thousand 

dollars. He said Joel Haffner had sur-

prised him with a gift of $5,700 to-

ward the repayment of the Endow-

ment Fund, in effect doubling the 

amount scheduled for repayment this 

year. 

   In his report for the past Budget 

Year, Chris noted that we exceeded 

the amount budgeted for 2012-2013 

by twelve percent. The attendance at 

the weekly services averaged forty-

five during June, up two percentage 

points from previous months. This 

was due in part to a large (66) atten-

dance on June 30th. 

   Bev Tonso, reporting for the Fall 

Festival planning committee, said the 

group has yet to decide on a menu 

which has to be handed in to the 

Nut Club officials by July 10th. A 

spicy black-bean soup now appears 

to be leading the choices. 

   The next meeting of the Board will 

take place at the Church on August 

5th. 

    

A Fond Farewell To Joan 

   She goes on to say, “Leaving the 

RE Director position was not an easy 

decision. My year with the Church as 

been both personally and profession-

ally rewarding, and I appreciate the 

interest you have shown in my ca-

reer since I joined the UUCE staff. It 

has been a pleasure to learn and 

serve with you.” 

   In a personal note to President Ed 

and the Board, Joan wrote: “Thank 

you for being mindful leaders. You 

   At the Board meeting on July 1st, 

Joan DeVillez submitted her resigna-

tion as RE Director at UUCE effec-

tive July 31st. 

   In a formal follow-up letter to 

President Ed, Joan said, “I want to 

express my gratitude for all my 

learning experiences, for the kind-

ness of the beloved church family, 

and for the opportunity to nurture 

our children.” 

have created and nurtured a 

jewel...for forward thinking people. 

With your help, the Chalice House 

and RE has become a fun place to 

learn and grow. I am happy to say I 

helped. With Joy, Joan”. 

   We will miss you, Joan, and we 

appreciate all you did to make RE a 

success at UUCE. We wish you 

well in whatever endeavor becomes 

your new passion. 
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Fall Festival Update 

   This year we will be serving 

a very simple menu in our Fall 

Festival Booth. The menu will 

consist of iced tea, spicy black 

bean soup with garnishes and 

tortilla chips, and bacon 

brownies. 

   The spicy black bean soup 

has been submitted to Dea-

coness in hopes that it will 

qualify as a “heart healthy” 

meal choice, a designation it 

carries in the South Beach Diet 

Cookbook. It is very likely that 

it will be approved, which will 

give us the ability to not only 

offer a “heart healthy” menu 

item, but to also be the only 

booth serving black bean soup. 

   We will be able to rent a 

commercial kitchen to prepare 

all the food before the event 

and then freeze it. We have 

the use of one commercial 

freezer, and we will definitely 

need additional freezer space. 

If anyone has a freezer they 

are not using and could loan us 

until October, please let me 

know. 

   The church has budgeted, 

and is counting on, a profit of 

$4,000 from our Fall Festival 

Booth this year, so its success 

is very important to our finan-

cial well-being. 

   We will need all able-bodied 

church members to help us 

make this Fall Festival a suc-

cess.  

   Please consider helping op-

erate the booth.  You’ll be glad 

you did!  

   Mary Helen Weldy and I will 

oversee the preparation of the 

food for the booth. We will 

need helpers on the days that 

we will be cooking the food, 

and are looking for volunteers 

who wish to cook and have fun 

at the same time! 

   -Linda Sue Cates 

Board of Directors: 

President  Ed Howard 

President Elect  Bev Tonso 

Secretary   David Fentress 

Secretary Elect  Tina Sizemore 

Treasurer  Chris Norrington 

Treasurer Elect  Mollie Pharo 

Director   Open 

Director   Jasmine Sturgill 

RE Director  Open 

  

Other Volunteers: 

Religious Exploration Ashley Perkins 

Youth Leader  Mary Helen Weldy 

Building and Grounds John Schaeffer 

Stewardship  John Schaeffer 

Communications  Chris Norrington 

Social Justice  Pam Thoren 

Congregational Life Bev Tonso 

Worship Associates Tom Moor 

Newsletter Editor Ed Howard 

   uuceeditor@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Ashley Perkins 

Website   www.uuevansville.org  

Child care available 

during service! 

Service on Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Youth RE on Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Evansville 

2910 East Morgan Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47711 

812-474-1704 

 

T H E  C O M P A S S  
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   Few members of UUCE have 

influenced our growth and 

change more than Jack and Alice 

Carden. Now, as they undertake 

a move to Dallas, Texas, we feel 

obliged to acknowledge their 

contributions and thank them for 

all they have done for us. 

   In the mid-nineties, we were a 

congregation in need of self-

examination, guidance, and the 

implementation of the fruits of 

self-examination. Jack brought his 

successful traits as a businessman 

to bear on our need to examine 

our situation and put in place 

instruments for change. 

   He was instrumental in select-

ing a paid consultant who led us 

through the process of determin-

ing our needs, and then putting 

the resulting recommendations in 

place. Some needs were evident, 

for example, the need for a part-

time administrative assistant to 

staff the Church Office on desig-

nated days, and to assist the 

Board and Committees in very 

practical ways. Linda Fugate, later 

succeeded by Ashley Perkins, 

filled that job admirably. As Presi-

dent, Jack also understood that 

growth was vital to the future of 

UUCE. If we are to grow and 

sustain a full-time ministry, we 

must have a vigorous religious 

exploration program headed by 

an employee equally convinced of 

its importance. 

   Joan DeVillez, Director of RE, 

was hired to expedite that goal. 

Joan saw the need to refurbish 

the Chalice House to enhance its 

appeal to young children and 

their parents. Jack and Alice 

stepped forward, and with assis-

tance from Pam and Rick Stivers, 

did the cleaning and painting so 

badly needed. The results speak 

for themselves. 

   At someone’s suggestion, the 

wall which separated the small 

foyer from a cramped Board 

room and which restricted post-

service mingling, was removed. 

With help from other members, 

the Cardens led the effort to 

refurbish the expanded area with 

a beautiful wood floor, bright wall 

colors, and much needed spa-

cious kitchen cabinets and coun-

tertops. This in turn led to new 

carpeting and furniture for the 

Minister’s office and the Nursery. 

   Finally, we are indebted to Jack 

for transferring so many of our 

paper records info machine-

readable form, and as our Web-

master, with assistance from Ash-

ley, creating a first-class UUCE 

website. 

   The list of their contributions 

could go on for several more 

paragraphs, and I apologize for 

restricting the list to a single 

page, but even the cursory list 

above should convince the reader 

of the impact the Cardens had on 

UUCE. 

   -Ed Howard 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Dared 

 

  Fall Festival Meeting following ser-

vice 

 

Friday, August 16: 3pm United Caring 

Shelter Dinner 

 

Sunday, August 18: 9am Adult Discus-

sion Group 

 

   10am Service 

 

Tuesday, August 20: Compass Submis-

Friday, August 2: 7pm Drum Circle 

 

Sunday, August 4: 9am Adult Discus-

sion Group 

 

   10am Moral Injury 

 

Monday, August 5: 7pm Board Meet-

ing 

 

Wednesday, August 7: 7pm RE Com-

mittee Meeting 

 

Sunday, August 11: 10am Two Who 

sions Due 

 

Sunday, August 25: 10am Service; Pot-

luck following service 

 

   3pm Dances of Universal Peace 

 

Wednesday, August 28: 6:30pm Con-

gregational Life Committee Meeting 

 

Thursday, August 29: 11:30am Book 

Club  

 

 


