
more than any other religious 

group. 

   It is impossible for doctrinally 

conservative chaplains to avoid 

same-gender couples and fami-

lies in the armed services. Thus it 

is “time for them to quit,” ac-

cording to a manifesto from the 

Military Association of Atheists 

and Freethinkers. 

   The current trend, in the opin-

ion of the Rev. Russell Moore, 

leader of SBC’s Ethics and Reli-

gious Liberty Commission, is to 

view chaplains as “carriers of the 

American civil religion, in a way 

that seeks to counsel and to per-

form some religious duties, but 

not to actually be Catholic, Mor-

mons, Muslims, or what have 

you. I think that is troubling.” 

   The times, they are a-changin’, 

and even the most conservative 

have to adjust. 

(Accompanying article on page 4) 

   Chaplains in the armed forces 

were charged by George Wash-

ington with maintaining “purity 

of morals” when he established 

the agency one hundred thirty 

eight years ago. Then came the 

sexual revolution of the 1960’s 

which put many conservative 

chaplains in panic mode. They 

have finally devised rules on 

how to cope with homosexual-

ity, same-sex marriages, and the 

children of those marriages. 

   “No Catholic priest or deacon 

may be forced by any authority 

to witness or bless the union of 

couples of the same gender” 

wrote Archbishop for the Mili-

tary Services Timothy Broglio, in 

guidelines released last month. 

And “no Catholic priest or dea-

con can be obliged to assist at a 

‘strong bonds’ or other 

‘marriage retreat’ if that gather-

ing is also open to couples of the 

same gender. A priest who is 

asked to counsel non-Catholic 

parties of (that ilk) will direct 

them to a chaplain who is able 

to assist.” 

   The Southern Baptist Conven-

tion (SBC) leaders have also 

spoken. Their guidelines state 

they could not conduct or at-

tend same-sex union rites or 

join in counseling sessions or 

retreats that “give the appear-

ance of accepting sexual 

wrongdoing.” 

   These responses came after 

the Pentagon made a decision 

to embrace same-sex marriage 

and to allow gays and lesbians 

to openly serve in the armed 

services. Presently, there are 

234 priests who serve the 25 

percent of all military person-

nel who are Catholics. The 

Southern Baptists have more 

that 1,500 approved chaplains, 

Military Chaplains Confront Polarizing Issues 
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U N I T A R I A N  

U N I V E R S A L I S T  C H U R C H  

O F  E V A N S V I L L E  The Compass 
D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 3  

S E R M O N  

T O P I C S :  

 December 1—

Shen Yun Per-

forming Arts 

 December 8—The 

Christmas I Re-

member 

 December 15—

Transylvania Ori-

gins of Unitarian-

ism 

 December 22—

Holiday Multigen-

erational Service 

 December 29—

Rev Doddie Stone 

Extracted and edited from an article authored by Terry Mattingly 

UUCE Book Club 

 

The next meeting is Thursday, December 26 from 11:30am until 

1:00pm. Bring your lunch to eat while we discuss this month’s book, 

The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought by Susan 

Jacoby. All members and friends are welcome! 

 

List of upcoming books and discussion can be found at  

uucebookclub.wordpress.com. Contact Tina Sizemore for more info. 
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Sermon Topics 

December 1—Laura Market will present 

a program on Shen Yun Performing 

Arts, the Essence of Chinese Cul-

ture. Tom Moor worship leader.  

December 8—The Christmas I Re-

member—congregants will share 

Christmas memories. Karim Shelton 

worship leader. 

T H E  C O M P A S S  

December 15—Dr. Alan Marty will 

speak on Transylvanian Origins of 

Unitarianism. Ed Howard worship 

leader. 

December 22—Sharon Dennis and Suz-

anne Perrey will lead a special Holiday 

Multigenerational Service. 

December 29—Reverend Doddie Stone 

returns to preach. Ed Howard worship 

leader. 

Christmas Dinner?? 

 

Because of the small number of people signed up for the Thanksgiving dinner held at the church, the Congre-

gational Life Committee seeks your input regarding our traditional Christmas dinner on Christmas Day at 

2pm. Do we want to have a Christmas dinner? If we have too few people planning to attend, it won’t be feasi-

ble to have it. Please contact Bev Tonso at (812) 476-9235 or btonso44@att.net, or see any member of the 

Congregational Life Committee (Mary Helen Weldy, Linda Sue Cates, Joel Haffner, Suzanne Perrey, or Teddye 

Thompson) to give your opinion. If we decide to go ahead with it, the ham will be provided, with those at-

tending contributing salad, sides, bread, and desserts and a sign-up sheet in church foyer, where you may en-

ter the food you are bringing and how many in your party. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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snake-handling churches inspire 

curiosity and notice far beyond 

their place in the economy of 

religions in pluralist America. 

Snakes, placards demanding 

them, red-shirted pastors [red 

for the blood of Christ] will 

always draw the eye, the cam-

era, and the microphone more 

readily than will the late service 

of a suburban Protestant 

church or the sixth mass at a 

half-filled Catholic church. 

   So, what is up “extrinsically?” 

Those who watch the Supreme 

Court and less-than-supreme 

courts deal with “church and 

state” have to reflect, and do 

reflect, on the limits of religious 

freedom, as these are defined 

and argued these years. Any 

reference book on the subject 

gives much notice to what 

many regard as off-beat relig-

ions: Mormons, Jehovah’s Wit-

nesses, Christian Scientists, and 

“peace churches” which are 

pure-pacifist. Every one of 

them brought cases to courts 

because some of their expres-

sions were rejected as being 

opposed to law and the com-

mon good. 

   These days citizens are being 

asked to stretch their under-

standings of free exercise cases. 

Most familiar on the internet 

are innumerable complaints 

that believers are being perse-

cuted, for example because 

some now-legal expressions 

offend their interpretations of 

scripture. Dare the govern-

ment allow or enact policies 

such as providing birth control 

information as part of the Af-

fordable Care Act? Dare the 

government suppress “our” 

particular prayer in public 

places? 

   We think of these against the 

background of historic cases in 

which not everyone gets  what 

they want. Pacifists are taxed 

and pay for military ventures, 

which they believe to be evil. 

Christian Scientists cannot not 

avoid “medicine” when they 

drink water from the tap, be-

cause it contains fluoride. Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses’ children are 

sometimes seized when the 

government insists on vaccina-

tions, which violate the Wit-

nesses’ interpretation of scrip-

ture. 

   They do not win, nor will all 

of the current protesters. We 

know to take the protests seri-

ously, as the public and the 

courts will, in the snake-

handling cases. But in a consti-

tutional republic, even one 

which interprets “free exer-

cise” broadly, not everyone’s 

conscientious scruples will be 

regarded as privileged over and 

against larger societal norms. 

That reality may be sad, but it 

cannot go away in a nation of 

laws. 

   “Asserting a God-Given Right 

to Snakes” is the kind of head-

line which can grab attention in 

the midst of news-of-the-week 

about the Affordable Care Act, 

the catastrophic typhoon in the 

Philippines, and other beckon-

ers for public notice. (The New 

York Times, November 16, 

2013). The subtitle further in-

spires curiosity: “Tennessee 

Pastor Disputes Wildlife Pos-

session Charge by State.” 

   One does not need to be 

“into” snakes—I, for one, am 

not—in order to be motivated 

to read on. Nor need one 

comment on all cases which 

the United States Supreme 

Court takes up in the category 

of “Church/State Issues” to find 

reasons to care about this one, 

if not for its intrinsic interest, 

but for extrinsic illustration. 

   According to author, Alan 

Blinder, there are only about 

125 smallish churches which 

claim to live by a promise of 

Jesus in the Gospel of Mark 

that believers can take up pre-

sumably poisonous snakes and 

not be fatally harmed. (Though 

pastor Mack Wolford was bit-

ten and died last year.) Not all 

the complaints of these ag-

grieved churches, most of them 

sequestered in East Tennessee, 

need inspire deliberation in a 

f e w  h u n d r e d - t h o u s an d 

churches in the U.S.A. 

   One might even argue that 

Church Snakes and State Law by Martin E. Marty 
Originally posted on Sightings at the Martin Marty Center at the University of Chicago Divinity School 

Author, Martin E. 

Marty, is the Fairfax 

M. Cone 

Distinguished Service 

Professor Ementus of 

the History of 

Modern Christianity 

at the University of 

Chicago Divinity 

School. His 

biography, 

publications, and 

contact information 

can be found at 

www.memarty.com. 
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vious months of the budget year. He 

noted that to date, it has not been nec-

essary to transfer any money from our 

pre-paid pledge fund. Our checking 

account stands at $5,326. 

   Final tally on proceeds and expenses 

from our food booth at the Fall Festival 

in October revealed we grossed 

$4,866, and netted $2,220 after all the 

bills were paid. 

   Attendance at Sunday Services during 

October were recorded as follows. 

October 6: 33 humans and 8 dogs; 

October 13: 35; October 20: 36; and 

October 27: 41, for an average of 35. 

   Members of the Board welcomed 

Suzanne Perrey to their midst at their 

November 4th meeting. She replaces 

Alice Carden who resigned at the end 

of August. Also present were David 

Fentress, Ed Howard, Chris Norring-

ton, Mollie Pharo, Bev Tonso, Jasmine 

Sturgill, and Tina Sizemore. Ashley Per-

kins, RE Director and Administrative 

Assistant attended as an ex officio 

member. 

   Treasurer Chris Norrington re-

marked that for the month of October 

he received almost one thousand dol-

lars more than was spent—unlike pre-

   The Halloween Party on October 

26th was attended by forty people, one 

fourth of whom were children. Bev 

praised Suzanne for provided enter-

tainment which involved and delighted 

all ages. Ashley noted that several chil-

dren who had bonded that evening 

brought their parents to church the 

next day—hopeful sign. 

   Making a distinction between a 

church choir and a chorus, President 

Ed asked Suzanne to form a group, 

composed of members and friends 

who “love to sing” and are willing to 

perform “occasionally”. She agreed to 

do so. 

November Board Meeting Highlights 

The Pagan Study Group is meeting on December 21st at 4:00pm 

at the church for a Yule celebration. The sun will set at 4:34pm 

this Winter Solstice. We will be drawing from many different 

faiths in an effort to have some family friendly festivities. We will 

begin with a ritual and conclude with a potluck dinner. Come 

have a good time celebrating the beginning of winter and looking 

forward to the days getting longer again. 

 

All are welcome! Those interested are invited to contact Jasmine 

Sturgill at (812) 474-1704. 

Yule Celebration 

   It appears that not only Catholic 

priests and deacons and Southern Bap-

tist clergy are prohibited from partici-

pating in same gender union ceremo-

nies or marriages, (see accompanying 

article) but the United Methodist 

Church has a similar ban and has taken 

action to enforce it. 

   According to an article published 

online by Michelle Boorstein, the Rev. 

Frank Schaefer of Lebanon, Pennsyl-

vania, who officiated at his gay son’s 

wedding, is now under trial by the 

United Methodist Church after one of 

his own flock filed a complaint. The 

wedding took place in Massachusetts in 

2007. After learning of the wedding, 

approximately one half of Rev. Schae-

fer’s small congregation left in protest. 

   On November 19, a jury of clergy 

suspended him for 30 days, telling him 

he must decide whether he can em-

brace church rules, or, if not, leave the 

Methodist ministry. During testimony, 

Schaefer said he would “not go back to 

being a silent supporter” of gay people. 

Three of his four children are gay. He 

said he has received a flood of...mail 

from gay men and lesbians since news 

of the wedding and his impending trial 

began to spread. 

   The case is the first of what could be 

several trials as Methodist ministers 

who have been quietly conducting 

same gender weddings become more 

bold, in part because legal same sex 

marriage has led more of their gay con-

gregants to want to marry. Experts said 

that the denomination may be at a tip-

ping point and that the verdict in the 

Schaefer case would be closely 

watched. 

   If either wing of the church considers 

the penalty too extreme– too harsh, or 

too lenient, it could push the denomi-

nation further toward a split, according 

to Scott Campbell, a Harvard Univer-

sity chaplain. “I’m hearing more talk of 

schism that I’ve heard in 42 years in 

the church. We are standing on a 

precipice, and this verdict will set the 

tone.” 

Methodist Minister Censured By Ruling Bishops 
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Board of Directors: 

President  Ed Howard 

President Elect  Bev Tonso 

Secretary   David Fentress 

Secretary Elect  Tina Sizemore 

Treasurer  Chris Norrington 

Treasurer Elect  Mollie Pharo 

Director   Suzanne Perrey 

Director   Jasmine Sturgill 

RE Director  Ashley Perkins 

  

Other Volunteers: 

Youth Leader  Mary Helen Weldy 

Building and Grounds John Schaeffer 

Stewardship  John Schaeffer 

Communications  Chris Norrington 

Social Justice  Pam Thoren 

Congregational Life Bev Tonso 

Worship Associates Tom Moor 

Newsletter Editor Ed Howard 

   uuceeditor@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Ashley Perkins 

Website   www.uuevansville.org  
Child care available 

during service! 

Service on Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Youth RE on Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Evansville 

2910 East Morgan Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47711 

812-474-1704 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
    

7pm John Lennon Night at Events Gal-

lery 

 

Monday, December 9: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

 

Tuesday, December 10: 7pm Pagan 

Study Group, Yule planning, candle-

making at Jasmine’s 

 

Sunday, December 15: 10am Unitarian-

ism in Transylvania 

 

Monday, December 16: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

 

Friday, December 20: 3:30pm United 

Caring Shelter Dinner 

 

  7pm Drum Circle 

Sunday, December 1: 10am Shen Yun 

Performing Arts, the Essence of Chi-

nese Culture 

 

Monday, December 2: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

  

   7pm Board meeting 

 

Wednesday, December 4: 6:15pm Reli-

gious Exploration Committee meeting 

 

Friday, December 6: 7pm Drum Circle 

 

Saturday, December 7: 3pm Kid’s Day 

Out 

 

Sunday, December 8: 10am The 

Christmas I Remember; decorating 

for Christmas following service 

 

 

Saturday, December 21: 4pm Yule 

Celebration and Potluck 

 

Sunday, December 22: 10am Holiday 

Multigenerational Service; potluck 

following service 

 

Monday, December 23: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

 

Thursday, December 26: 11:30am 

Book Club 

 

Sunday, December 29: 10am Rev Dod-

die Stone returns to preach 

 

  3pm Dances of Universal Peace 

 

Monday, December 30: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

Let’s Decorate the Church! 
On Sunday, December 8th we 

will decorate the church for 

Christmas immediately follow-

ing service. We welcome all 

who are willing to help! It 

shouldn’t take very long if we 

have enough people, and it is 

always a fun time. 


