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movement leaders and organi-

zations often act in ways which 

fail to uphold the high values 

we claim to espouse. And we 

far too often seem incapable of 

getting the most basic things 

done, so prone are we to mag-

nifying minute differences in 

opinion to epic proportions. 

   This can get dispiriting. At 

the risk of sounding like a self-

aggrandizing wazzock, I want to 

achieve something with my life. 

I’ve been extraordinarily privi-

leged to have developed some 

very valuable skills– a keen 

mind, an excellent education, a 

facility with words, the ability 

to speak in public—which 

might, if put in the service of a 

worthwhile social movement, 

do some good. I’m about to 

graduate from my doctoral 

program and I don’t want to 

dedicate the early part of my 

career to a movement which is 

going nowhere– and certainly 

not one which is going in the 

wrong direction. I do not want 

to look back ten years from 

now and feel I have wasted my 

thirties on freethought, skepti-

cism, and Humanism. There 

have been times—more fre-

quent recently than ever—

when I have considered giving 

up on Humanism and joining 

some other social movement—

perhaps even training as a Uni-

tarian Universalist minister 

(Heresy!). 

   But, however dispirited and 

burnt out I sometimes feel, 

something keeps me coming 

back to Humanism, and it is 

simply this: Humanism repre-

sents the highest human values 

in a way unmatched by any 

other social movement or 

lifestance. No other movement 

can claim so proudly that they 

put the highest human values 

right at the center of their 

worldview, unadulterated. In 

Humanism there is nothing 

valued above the dignity of per-

sons, the primacy of reason, 

and the necessity of hope for 

the future. Humanism repre-

sents the single best hope for 

the future of our species: given 

the potential threat of climate 

change it may be that if our 

species has a future at all could 

be dependent on how Human-

istic a world we create. 

   The promise of Humanism, 

and of a Humanist movement, 

is the promise of a cultural 

movement of people unwilling 

to let public policy be decided 

on the basis of prejudice and 

ignorance. It is the promise of a 

public dedicated to seeking the 

good of all, including prisoners 

and addicts and outcasts. It is 

   People often ask me what I 

do. It’s a difficult question to 

answer: most people look at 

you funny when you say you’re 

a “Humanist activist”. Some-

times I don’t even want to be-

gin the discussion, and say 

something like “I speak on pro-

gressive political issues”. Some-

times I even feel a little uneasy 

or embarrassed about how I 

spend my time. But here I want 

to say a little about why I do it: 

why I have dedicated so much 

time and so many tears to a 

movement as small and, at 

times, dissatisfying as Human-

ism freethought. 

   Because, let’s be honest: 

movement freethought is tiny. 

Tiny. Unitarian Universalists 

frequently wring their hands 

that their movement is small 

and dying, and they are way 

bigger than we are. And our 

movement is frequently dys-

functional: there is no other 

word for a movement which 

gets wracked with bitter de-

bates over things like feminism, 

and which sometimes seems to 

relish tearing apart fellow free-

thinkers even more than it en-

joys casting aspersions on the 

religious (a trend which, itself, 

often goes too far). As a move-

ment we have our own little 

dogmas and blind-spots, and 

Why I Do What I Do by James Croft 



P A G E  2  

Sermon Topics 

January 5—Tom Moor will lead us 

in our annual new year Fire Com-

munion. 

January 12—Justin Michael will 

speak on My Quest for Justice. 

Ed Howard worship leader. 

T H E  C O M P A S S  

Why I Do What I Do by James Croft, continued 

January 19—Bill Gupton returns to 

preach on Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Potluck following service. 

January 26—To Be Announced. 

Potluck following service. 

the promise of financial security 

and decent healthcare for all 

people. It is the promise of a 

compassionate and thoughtful 

populace unwilling to succumb 

to prejudice or fear. It is the 

promise of science and educa-

tion taking precedence over 

warfare and business. It is the 

promise of governments re-

sponsive to the will of their 

people, which respect their 

fundamental rights. It is the 

promise of international coop-

eration over competition, for 

the betterment of the entire 

world. Humanism promises 

nothing less than the transfor-

mation of the human condition. 

   I am reminded of the prom-

ise of Humanism when I see 

campaigns by Humanists in In-

dia working to build a more 

humane society. I am reminded 

of this promise when I see Hu-

manist organizations like the 

American Ethical Union recog-

nize those who have taken diffi-

cult stands for love and justice 

and great risk to their own 

lives. Most of all, I am reminded 

of the promise of Humanism 

every time I meet passionate 

student leaders like those I met 

this weekend at the Center for 

Inquiry’s student leadership in 

Buffalo, NY—those students re

-inspire me, reminding me that 

there is a future to our move-

ment, and that it is getting 

brighter. 

   For if our movement often 

fails to reach and reflect its high 

values, at least it is striving to 

reach higher than most. While 

our ruthlessly self-critical na-

ture may make it seem our 

movement is move fractious 

than others, it reflects our 

commitment to continually 

striving to better ourselves and 

examine our own assumptions. 

If we fight about feminism it is 

because (at least some of us) 

care about women, and are open 

to difficult questions about how 

we might change a sexist cul-

ture. If we fight about religion it 

is because we care about the 

baleful effect many religions fre-

quently have on people’s lives, 

and want to liberate those peo-

ple. I would rather be part of a 

movement which tears itself 

apart over social justice than 

one which is blind to the de-

mands of social justice en-

tirely—like so many social 

movements out there. 

   This is why I do what I do. 

This is why I think, despite the 

current weakness and small-

ness of the current Humanist 

movement, there is no project 

more important than its devel-

opment and empowerment. I 

look forward to a time when I 

can say proudly, “I am a Hu-

manist activist”, and everyone 

will know what I mean. Until 

that time, I keep fighting. Please 

keep fighting with me—for the 

transformation of humankind. 

“Humanism 

promises noth-

ing less than 

the transforma-

tion of the hu-

man condition” 

-James Croft 



sis on getting visitors to sign 

up for more information 

about us and the UUA. The 

process can be quite lengthy 

particularly if there are 2 or 

3 visitors queued up as I 

have often observed. Young 

visitors already have enough 

information to bring them in 

the first time. We do not 

want them to feel like they 

are standing in line at the 

old BMV. Our goal should be 

to get them to want to re-

turn, and then we can solicit  

them to determine their 

interest in further informa-

tion. Too many of our visi-

tors are one and done. 

3. The first personal contact 

they have is usually with the 

front door greeter. That is 

not enough—we need more 

sustained contact through-

out their entire visit: initially, 

during service, afterwards at 

the coffee hour or potluck 

and before they leave. If you 

see a visitor, introduce your-

self, sit with them during 

service, and talk to them 

after service. Mention the 

   As I look out over our congre-

gation I see an aging population 

with little infusion of young 

blood. But I believe that we can 

turn things around. At times we 

have attracted several young 

people who have consequently 

drifted off elsewhere. 

   We need to improve our treat-

ment of visitors. First we need 

to accept that we need the 

young more than they need us. 

Many of them seem to be mem-

bers of the LGBT community and 

thus have very important per-

sonal issues to address. They 

seem to want a place where 

they feel accepted, welcomed, 

and provided a safe haven from 

what I characterize as the 

“Buckle on the Bible Belt.” They 

are seeking the social support 

that blacks have long received 

from their churches. 

   I have been a greeter for sev-

eral years and on Sunday, De-

cember 15, I met two couples of 

college students: Justin1/

Brittney (definitely a couple) and 

Justin2/Benn (maybe a couple). 

During Joys and Sorrows, Justin2 

got up and said how dismayed 

he was over the lack of accep-

tance he has received regard-

ing his personal choices—I per-

ceived that as a cry for help. I 

know we have at least one les-

bian couple and one gay couple 

who attend fairly regularly—

four people. I wonder how 

many of those four sought 

Justin 2 after service. I think 

probably none. If I am correct, 

this was a tremendous wasted 

opportunity. I spent a lot of 

time with each couple before 

the service. Then after the ser-

vice I deliberately sought out 

each couple and gave them a 

low key sales pitch emphasizing 

the potluck on the next Sunday 

with the Newcomers’ table and 

the church dinner of Christmas 

Day. (Usually a free meal and 

congenial companionship will 

attract college students). 

   More thoughts on welcom-

ing: 

1. First impressions are al-

ways primary in today’s 

world. There may not be a 

second chance to make a 

good impression. 

2. Reduce the initial empha-

Tales from the Doorway by Hardin Rathgeber 

P A G E  3  UUCE Book Club 

 

The next meeting is Thursday, January 30 from 11:30am until 1:00pm. 

Bring your lunch to eat while we discuss this month’s book, Inferno by 

Dan Brown. All members and friends are welcome! 

 

List of upcoming books and discussion can be found at  

uucebookclub.wordpress.com. Contact Tina Sizemore for more info. 
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Tales from the Doorway by Hardin Rathgeber, continued 
coffee hour, the next pot-

luck, and any special church 

dinners. Focus on the social 

interaction in these events. 

4. When people start to leave, 

seek out the visitor and in-

dicate how pleased you 

were to see them. Make 

them feel genuinely wel-

come in our church. Hillside 

Heights General Baptist 

Church in Bowling Green, KY 

has the practice of making 

visitors feel welcome down 

to a science. I suggest a cou-

ple of our members visit the 

church for a firsthand look. 

5. Treat every visitor as spe-

cial. 

6. Never be condescending to 

a visitor because of dress, 

behavior, etc. 

Greeters: 

1. Be sure to mention open 

seating, the coffee, and 

sweets after service, the 

next potluck with the new-

comers’ table, and any spe-

cial social gatherings. 

2. After service seek them out 

and express your apprecia-

tion of their attendance. 

Other Congregation Members: 

1. If you see a member talking 

to a newcomer do not inter-

rupt unless the church is on 

fire! Any conversation you 

wish to have with the mem-

ber can wait until they finish 

talking to the visitor. 

2. After that conversation is 

complete, introduce your-

self to the visitor and en-

gage in conversation with 

them wherever it may go. 

Welcoming Table Additions: 

1. Provide each visitor with a 

wallet size fanfold with out 

seven principles. 

2. Provide each visitor with a 

detailed list including dates 

and times of all church ac-

tivities: these lists need to 

be updated every month. 

3. Provide name tags (have at 

least 3 markers at the table 

in case we have several new 

people come in at once.) 

We want to entice the visitor to 

come back so we need to rein-

force our welcoming attitude. 
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Board of Directors: 

President  Ed Howard 

President Elect  Bev Tonso 

Secretary   David Fentress 

Secretary Elect  Tina Sizemore 

Treasurer  Chris Norrington 

Treasurer Elect  Mollie Pharo 

Director   Suzanne Perrey 

Director   Jasmine Sturgill 

RE Director  Ashley Perkins 

  

Other Volunteers: 

Youth Leader  Mary Helen Weldy 

Building and Grounds John Schaeffer 

Stewardship  John Schaeffer 

Communications  Chris Norrington 

Social Justice  Pam Thoren 

Congregational Life Bev Tonso 

Worship Associates Tom Moor 

Newsletter Editor Ed Howard 

   uuceeditor@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Ashley Perkins 

Website   www.uuevansville.org  

Child care available 

during service! 

Service on Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Youth RE on Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Evansville 

2910 East Morgan Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47711 

812-474-1704 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Monday, January 13: 6pm Down to 

Earth meeting 

 

Tuesday, January 14: 7pm Pagan Study 

Group 

 

Friday, January 17: 3:30pm United Car-

ing Shelter Spaghetti Dinner 

 

   7pm Drum Circle 

 

Sunday, January 19: 10am Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Potluck following service 

 

Monday, January 20: 6pm Down to 

Earth meeting 

 

Tuesday, January 21: 7pm Pagan Study 

Group 

 

Friday, January 3: 7pm Drum Circle 

 

Sunday, January 5: 10am Fire Commun-

ion 

 

  5pm Freedom Indiana phone bank 

 

Monday, January 6: 6pm Down to 

Earth meeting 

 

  7pm Board meeting 

 

Tuesday, January 7: 7pm Pagan Study 

Group 

 

Sunday, January 12: 10am My Quest for 

Justice 

 

  11:30am Religious Exploration Com-

mittee meeting 

Wednesday, January 22: 6:30pm Con-

gregational Life Committee meeting 

 

Thursday, January 23: 6pm Homeopa-

thy Workshop with Kay Hummel; 

registration required 

 

Sunday, January 26: 10am Service. Pot-

luck following service 

 

   3pm Dances of Universal Peace 

 

Monday, January 27: 6pm Down to 

Earth meeting 

 

Tuesday, January 28: 7pm Pagan Study 

Group 

 

Thursday, January 30: 11:30am Brown 

Bag Book Club 

Comic Relief: 

December 22nd service? 


