
sentative Greg Steuerwald, 

from Avon, Indiana, said other 

states’ residents can currently 

have convictions expunged 

there and then move to Indi-

ana, where they would not 

have to list those convictions 

on job applications. Hoosier 

residents should get the same 

chance, he said. 

   Representative Eric Turner, 

from Cicero, who worked on 

previous years’ efforts to allow 

some criminal records to be 

sealed, said ex-offenders de-

serve shots at redemption, 

“What they really want is an 

opportunity to provide for 

their families. They acknowl-

edge their mistake, they’ve 

paid their debt to society. All 

of us in this room are men and 

women of faith, and our faith is 

based on redemption, and 

that’s what this allows.” 

  While we Unitarian Univer-

salists may not share the 

Christian principle of Redemp-

tion alluded to by Eric Turner, 

we do vow to respect the in-

herent worth and dignity of 

every person, so we applaud 

the passage of House Bill 1482. 

*From the May 7th issue of 

The Evansville Courier & Press 

   One of the good things to 

come out of the recent ses-

sion of the Indiana House of 

Representatives was House 

Bill 1482, which would enable 

persons convicted of minor 

crimes to seek to have their 

record expunged after waiting 

five years. The bill was signed 

by Governor Mike Pense on 

May 6th. The Senate had previ-

ously approved the bill 39-11. 

   “Whenever somebody has 

made a mistake, they shouldn’t 

necessarily have to live with it 

forever. And if they can show 

atonement for that, and they 

can prove to somebody that 

they’re ready to get back into 

society, we should give them 

that chance,” said the Meas-

ure’s author, Representative 

Jud McMillin from Brookville, 

Indiana. 

  The bill allows those who 

were convicted of misde-

meanor crimes to have their 

records expunged, with no 

judicial approval necessary, 

after five years, as long as they 

have not committed further 

crimes. Those who are con-

victed of lower level Class D 

felonies can have their convic-

tions expunged after eight 

years. In those cases, lawmak-

ers said, those offenders 

would get “real” expunge-

ments. Their records would 

be accessible only by law en-

forcement officials. For higher 

level felonies, their convictions 

could be expunged after eight 

years and with court’s ap-

proval. And for still more seri-

ous felons, they could seek 

expungements after ten years, 

with both the prosecutor’s 

approval and the judge’s OK. 

However, those convicted of 

sexual crimes and violent 

crimes, including murder and 

manslaughter, would never 

become eligible. 

   “A lot of times, the reason 

people go into prison and 

come out and just get right 

back into a bad lifestyle is be-

cause they have no opportu-

nity. They have no hope. They 

can’t look into the future and 

see where things are going to 

get better for them because 

every application they turn in 

gets thrown right back into 

the trash can.” House mem-

bers who supported the bill 

said it offers a chance at re-

demption for those who have 

cleaned up their acts. Repre-

Humane Bill To Expunge Minor Crimes* 
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Sermon Topics 
July 7—Marla Minton and Karim 

Shelton will share their experience 

seeing and hearing the Dalai Lama. 

July 14—Our delegates to GA, Bev 

Tonso and Mary Helen Weldy, will 

share information and insights from 

General Assembly. 

July 21—TBA 

July 28—Reverend Doddie Stone 

will return to preach. Potluck immedi-

ately following service. 

T H E  C O M P A S S  

This is my simple religion.   

There is no need for temples;  

no need for complicated philosophy. 

Our own brain, our own heart is our temple;  

the philosophy is kindness. 
 

The Dalai Lama 

UUCE Book Club 

 

The next meeting is Thursday, July 25th from 

11:30am until 1:00pm. Bring your lunch to eat while 

we discuss this month’s book, The Storyteller by Jodi 

Picoult. All members and friends are welcome! 

 

List of upcoming books can be found at  

uucebookclub.wordpress.com 
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Religion, Spirituality, and Mental Health 

   Once again, we have Alan 

Marty to thank for sending 

along this interesting study of 

the correlation of spirituality 

and religion to the state of 

one’s mental health.  The 

study was compiled by six Brit-

ish researchers who surveyed 

over seven thousand house-

holds in England.  One won-

ders if the results would be 

the same in the United States 

should such a study be con-

ducted here. 

   They found religious partici-

pation or belief may predict 

better mental health, but most 

research is American, and 

measures of spirituality are 

often conflated with well-

being. 

   They sought to examine 

associations between a spiri-

tual or religious understanding 

of life and psychiatric symp-

toms and diagnoses.  They 

analyzed data collected from 

interviews with 7,403 people 

who participated in the third 

National Psychiatric Morbidity 

Study in England. 

   Of the participants, thirty-

five percent had a religious 

understanding of life.  Nine-

teen percent were spiritual 

but not religious, and forty-six 

percent were neither religious 

nor spiritual.  Religious people 

were similar to those who 

were neither with regard to 

the prevalence of mental dis-

orders, except that the for-

mer were less likely to have 

ever used drugs or be a haz-

ardous drinker.  Spiritual peo-

ple were more likely than 

those who were neither reli-

gious nor spiritual to have 

used or be dependent on 

drugs, and to have abnormal 

eating attitudes, generalized 

anxiety disorder, any phobia, 

or any neurotic disorder.  

They were also more likely to 

be taking psychotropic media-

tions. 

   Conclusion:  People who 

have a spiritual understanding 

of life in the absence of a reli-

gious framework are vulner-

able to mental disorder. 

 

Zoo Trip Success! 

 

   Thank you to everyone who helped make the 

RE Sponsored Zoo Trip a success! We had a 

wonderful turn out:  over 20 UUCE members, 

friends, and visitors were in attendance. 

   A special “Thank you!” to Ed Howard for 

donating funds for the trip.  

Adult RE Classes? 

 

   The RE Committee has had requests for putting 

together Adult Religious Exploration (ARE) classes.  

The UUA has some wonderful ARE class offerings 

on their website: uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/

index.shtml.  A meeting will be scheduled for all who 

are interested once ideas have been brought for-

ward. 

   If you are interested in a specific class or have 

thoughts on what you would like to see in an Adult 

RE program, please contact Ashley Perkins at  

ashleyperkins612@yahoo.com.  

RE News 



*RE Summer Fun Sunday—The Golden 

Rule: compassion in action 

 

Friday, July 19: 3:30pm United Caring 

Shelter Spaghetti Dinner 

 

  7pm Drum Circle 

 

Saturday, July 20: Compass Submis-

sions Due 

 

Sunday, July 21: 9am Adult Discussion 

Group 

 

  10am Service TBA 

    

  *RE Summer Fun Sunday—Heifer In-

ternational: sharing the wealth in our 

world 

Monday, July 1: 7pm Board Meeting 

 

Wednesday, July 3: 7pm RE Com-

mittee Meeting 

 

Friday, July 5: 7pm Drum Circle 

 

Sunday, July 7: 9am Adult Discussion 

Group 

 

  10am Service on The Dalai Lama 

   

   *RE Summer Fun Sunday—Creating 

Art   from Box Lids: “Yes, we can!” 

and “I have value” wall plaques 

 

Sunday, July 14: 10am Service on 

General Assembly 

   

Wednesday, July 24:  6:30pm Con-

gregational Life Committee Meeting 

 

Thursday, July 25:  11:30am-1pm 

Brown Bag Book Club 

 

Sunday, July 28:  10am Rev. Doddie 

Stone; Potluck following service 

 

  *RE Summer Fun Sunday—Dish Gar-

den: beauty in a bowl OR Swimming, 

but No Pool!: water conservation 

 

  3-5pm Dances of Universal Peace 

 

 

*Sundays in July: RE Summer Fun 

Sundays 

 

2910 East Morgan Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47711 

812-474-1704 

 

Board of Directors: 

President  Ed Howard 

President Elect  Bev Tonso 

Secretary   David Fentress 

Secretary Elect  Tina Sizemore 

Treasurer  Chris Norrington 

Treasurer Elect  Mollie Pharo 

Director   Alice Carden 

Director   Jasmine Sturgill 

  

Other Volunteers: 

Religious Exploration Joan DeVillez 

Youth Leader  Mary Helen Weldy 

Building and Grounds John Schaeffer 

Stewardship  John Schaeffer 

Communications  Chris Norrington 

Social Justice  Pam Thoren 

Congregational Life Bev Tonso 

Worship Associates Tom Moor 

Newsletter Editor Ed Howard 

   uuceeditor@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Ashley Perkins 

Website   www.uuevansville.org  

Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Evansville 

Upcoming Events & Activities 

Service on Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Youth RE on Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Child care available 

during service! 


