
This is especially true of the 

lower classes, who are increas-

ingly aware of the unfairness of 

this country’s growing wealth 

inequality. As they return from 

Iraq & Afghanistan to jobless-

ness and poverty, they may 

ask, What did we fight for?   

   Still, it not only the poor or 

the disintegrating middle class 

in America that feels less patri-

otic. The top one percent feels 

the same. They think their 

country is taxing their income 

unfairly and giving their money 

to those who have not worked 

for it, or don’t deserve it in 

the first place.  

   One consequence of this 

trend is that it is now becom-

ing less and less acceptable for 

a civilized country to declare 

war against another, no matter 

what the reason. Syria comes 

to mind. Today, many feel 

American soldiers are invading 

foreign countries primarily for 

the benefit of the oil compa-

nies and other multinational 

corporations. They do so be-

cause they are getting paid for 

it.  They are, in fact,   
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by Sam Amer, a retired Phar-

macologist  

    

   In reading the comments of 

some Iraq war veterans on the 

tenth anniversary of the Iraq 

war, you cannot escape the 

conclusion that American pa-

triotism is in clear decline. The 

word comes from “patria”, 

related to the Latin “pater” or 

father. It evokes a paternal 

relationship.  It embodies re-

spect for your country, and a 

willingness to protect it just as 

a father loves, respects, and 

seeks to protect his children. 

Feelings of patriotism are 

therefore most intense when 

your country faces a common 

enemy.  When we need to 

protect it from the invaders, 

along with our family, home, 

and possessions that are a part 

of it, we band together as one 

and fight to the death. 

   In contrast, it is hard to feel 

patriotism and risk dying for 

your country when the cause 

for doing so is not clear or 

defensible, and your country is 

not directly threatened.  

   Since World War II, too 

many wars for too many 

causes, and for unclear and ill-

defined purposes, have eroded 

feelings of patriotism in every-

day Americans.  This was the 

case when we attached Iraq 

on the suspicion that it had 

weapons of mass destruction. 

The same would hold true if 

we attacked Iran to prevent it 

from acquiring nuclear weap-

ons. And today, even after 

nearly twelve years of war in 

Afghanistan, many Americans 

are still questioning why we 

got into that war in the first 

place.  

   Nowadays, Americans are 

not conscripted to serve the 

military, nor do they volun-

teer to serve out of an abun-

dance of patriotism. They join 

the armed forces mostly to 

get a job. Most of those fight-

ing in Afghanistan right now 

would prefer to be at home. 

If  they could find a job & a 

better income here.  

The decline in patriotism in 

America has grown more pro-

nounced as many Americans 

have come to feel that their 

country has abandoned them. 
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Sermon Topics 

June 2—Annual Picnic at Overlook 

Park in Newburgh for service, food, and 

fellowship.  

June 9 — Bridging Ceremony to 

celebrate the transition of our youth 

from their high school experience into 

young adulthood. 

June 16—The Measure of a Man, 

Father’s Day Service led by Ed Howard 

June 23 — Reverend Julie Denny-

Hughes will return to preach. Karim 

Shelton worship leader. 

June 30 — Native American Drum 

Circle, service will feature Native 

American flute and drum music. Teresa 

Galloway will speak, Tom Moor worship 

leader. 

T H E  C O M P A S S  

Our Declining Patriotism—continued from page 1 

mercenaries.  

   Most of the wars that Amer-

ica was, or is involved in, do 

not generate national enthusi-

asm. Those in Korea, Vietnam, 

Iraq, Afghanistan all failed to 

stir nationalistic emotions in 

the American public. Because 

no important American na-

tional interest was really at 

stake. No one cared about 

these wars except when the 

body bags came back.   

   Unlike World War II, the 

end of hostilities did not en-

gender feelings of pride and 

victory. It turned out that U.S. 

forces were better at initiating 

these wars than at winning 

them.  

   It is still true, that America 

is by far the greatest country 

on earth, partly because it 

protects ideals of freedom, 

liberty, and human dignity. To 

remain great, however, we 

must hold on to those ideals 

and continue to promote 

them. But we better think long 

and hard about any future 

wars in which we choose to be 

engaged.  

   If our national interests are 

not directly threatened and 

our cause not clearly justified, 

the government may find it 

very hard to recruit young 

Americans who are patriotic 

enough to be willing to give 

their lives for their country, no 

matter what the salary.  

“No one cared 

about these wars  

except when the 

body bags came 

back.”  

Joke of the Month 

 

During these troubled times, people of all faiths should remember 

these four great religious truths: 

 

1: Muslims do not recognize Jews as God’s chosen people. 

2. Jews do not recognize Jesus as the Messiah. 

3. Protestants do not recognize the Pope as the leader of the 

Christian world. 

4. Baptists do not recognize each other at the liquor store. 

 

(Thanks to Alan Marty for sending that one along) 
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   The Board met at the Church the 

evening of May 6th to conduct the 

business of the Church. Present 

were Joan DeVillez, Ed Howard, 

Bev Tonso, Marla Minton, and Chris 

Norrington; David Fentress was a 

guest. 

   After lighting the candle, Presi-

dent Ed quoted an ancient Chinese 

proverb: “All things come to him 

who works and waits.” He com-

mented that this is our situation, 

that members of the congregation 

are working hard and waiting pa-

tiently for a bigger and better 

UUCE. 

   The Chair read a letter from Har-

din Rathgeber in which he submit-

ted his resignation as Chair of 

House and Grounds effective June 

30th. It was accepted with reluc-

tance and appreciation as several 

commented on the dedicated atten-

tion and effectiveness Hardin exer-

cised as head of that committee 

these past six years. 

   The Board acknowledged the gift 

of two trees to UUCE during April, 

one to honor Isabel Lavens, and 

one to honor Mary Jane Steele. 

   David Fentress gave a report on 

Church investments. The endow-

ment is now valued at $34,046.36. 

Total investments stand at almost 

eighty-eight thousand. The Endow-

ment Fund is being repaid the mon-

ies borrowed over a three year 

period at the rate of $5,700 annu-

ally. Thus the loan, plus interest, 

will be eventually fully repaid. He 

then presented a proposed budget 

for the 2013-2014 church year in 

the amount of $66,935. The Board 

voted to forward the proposed 

budget to the congregation on May 

17th for discussion, possible 

changes, and adoption. 

   In his report, Chris stated we 

have spent 80% of our budget. This 

is in line with what it should be at 

this point in time. The attendance at 

the weekly services averaged thirty-

seven during April. The average 

during the previous three months 

had been forty-three (note: it was 

forty-four on May 5th). 

   In her report, Joan said Chris, 

who normally works in the Church 

office during Sunday morning ser-

vices, will serve as the emergency 

contact person to teachers and 

children in the Chalice House dur-

ing that time period. She also re-

ported the children had used the 

funds they raised recently to pur-

chase three flocks of chickens for 

the Heifer Project, and they are 

buying diapers for the Patchwork 

Central Pantry. 

   The next meeting of the Board is 

on June 3rd at 7pm. 

May Board Meeting Highlights 

IT’S PICNIC TIME!! 

 

UUCE’s annual picnic will be held Sunday, June 2 at 10:00 AM at the Newburgh Overlook 

Park.  There will be no service at the church that day, so all are invited to join us for a day of 

fun and good food in Newburgh!  Chicken, iced tea, lemonade, and water will be provided, 

and those attending are asked to bring a side dish, dessert, or other food to complete the 

meal. 

Silverware, napkins, and plates will be provided as well, but please bring chairs for all in your 

party, as seating at the park is limited.  And once again this year there will be a talent show—

a huge hit last year! 

In case of rain, we will have an indoor picnic at the church.  If you have any questions, contact 

Bev Tonso at btonso44@att.net or 812 476-9235. 

mailto:btonso44@att.net


Saturday, June 15:  10am Nia class 

 

Sunday, June 16:  9am Adult Discus-

sion Group 

 

   10am  Father’s Day Service 

 

Friday, June 21:  3pm United Caring 

Shelter Dinner 

 

   7pm Drum Circle 

 

Saturday, June 22:  10am Nia class 

 

Sunday, June 23:  10am Rev. Julie 

Denny-Hughes; Potluck following ser-

vice 

 

Saturday, June 1:  10am Nia class 

 

Sunday, June 2:  10am Annual Picnic 

 

Monday, June 3:  7pm Board Meeting 

 

Wednesday, June 5:  7pm RE Com-

mittee Meeting 

 

Friday, June 7:  7pm Drum Circle 

 

Saturday, June 8:  10am Nia class 

 

Sunday, June 9:  10am Bridging Cere-

mony; Reception following service 

 

Thursday, June 13:  7pm Worship 

Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, June 26:  6:30pm Con-

gregational Life Committee Meeting 

 

Thursday, June 27:  11:30am-1pm 

Brown Bag Book Club 

 

Saturday, June 29:  10am Nia class 

 

Sunday, June 30:  10am Native 

American Drum Circle; RE Fund-

raiser Salad Sunday following service 

 

   3-5pm Dances of Universal Peace 

 

Sundays in June and July: RE Summer 

Fun Sundays 

 

 

2910 East Morgan Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47711 

812-474-1704 

 

Board of Directors: 

President  Ed Howard 

President Elect   

Secretary   Marla Minton 

Secretary Elect   

Treasurer  Chris Norrington 

Treasurer Elect   

Director   Linda Sue Cates 

Director   Bev Tonso 

  

Other Volunteers: 

Religious Exploration Joan DeVillez 

Youth Leader  Mary Helen Weldy 

Building and Grounds Hardin Rathgeber 

Stewardship  John Schaeffer 

Communications  Chris Norrington 

Social Justice  Pam Thoren 

Congregational Life Bev Tonso 

Worship Associates Tom Moor 

Newsletter Editor Ed Howard 

   uuceeditor@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Ashley Perkins 

Website   www.uuevansville.org  

Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Evansville 

Upcoming Events & Activities 

Service on Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Youth RE on Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Child care available 

during service! 


