
now hosting a recovery meet-

ing every Monday evening at 

6:00p.m.  Ours is designed to 

be a secular meeting, as many 

people in recovery find the 

often heavy hand of religion in 

many meetings to be some-

what off-putting. We offer a 

welcome reprieve from that at 

our meeting, which we call 

“Down to Earth,” named such 

because not all persons in re-

covery are looking to super-

natural intervention in their 

quest to remain free and so-

ber. 

   This is an open meeting, and 

all are welcome. Those who 

benefit from attending give a 

heartfelt thanks to the church. 

 

 -Ken Combs 

   Many among us… many ac-

complished, hard working, 

decent people, many good 

parents, dedicated profession-

als, many educated, friendly, 

generous and caring people, 

many otherwise responsible 

and highly disciplined people, 

at some point in their lives 

may find themselves battling an 

addiction. 

   They don’t arrive their 

quickly. Their addictions sneak 

up on them. At first they may 

use a substance, such as alco-

hol, to relax at the end of a 

long, stressful professional day, 

or a long day being a busy 

mom, or as a relaxant in social 

settings, a lubricant to celebra-

tions and good times. Over 

time they may find themselves 

depending on their substance 

more than they had planned 

on and, despite attempts to 

cut back or eliminate it, find 

they are alarmingly unable to 

do so without help. 

   And that help not only 

comes from professionals, but 

also from other people, like 

themselves, who have fought 

the same battle. Thus, groups 

such as Alcoholics Anony-

mous (AA) and Narcotics 

Anonymous (NA) consist of 

good people successfully in 

recovery helping themselves 

and others remain free of 

their addiction. 

   Our Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Evansville, in keep-

ing with the principle that 

“works are our prayer,” is 

Down to Earth 
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UUCE Book Club 

 

The next meeting is Thursday, September 26 from 

11:30am until 1:00pm. Bring your lunch to eat while we 

discuss this month’s book, Hidden America by Jeanne 

Marie Laskas . All members and friends are welcome! 

 

List of upcoming books and discussion can be found at  

uucebookclub.wordpress.com 
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Sermon Topics 

September 1—Water Communion, 

Karim Shelton will lead service. Bring a 

small amount of water from a place 

special to you. The combined water is 

symbolic of our shared UU faith com-

ing from many sources. 

September 8—You Are Only Old 

Once, a dramatic presentation led by 

Linda Sue Cates. 

T H E  C O M P A S S  

after California to ban such 

cruel and ineffectual treat-

ment. 

   Less than a week earlier, 

Christie agreed to allow 

growers of medical marijuana 

to cultivate and sell a new 

variety proven therapeutic for 

chronically ill children. 

   When Sandy struck the East 

Coast, destroying much beach

-front property in New Jersey 

and displacing hundreds of 

people, Governor Christie, a 

Republican, openly praised 

President Obama for respond-

ing quickly with FEMA aid. He 

has displayed an independent 

spirit which we UU’s admire. 

Maybe, just maybe, we could 

vote for this man in 2016. 

   Regrettably, the Governor 

is less enlightened about the 

rights and needs of his other 

constituents. According to 

NEWS from Emily’s List, 

Christie has repeatedly 

slashed funding for family plan-

ning, leading to the closure of 

six women’s health clinics. 

And he voted equal pay legis-

lation, calling it “senseless 

bureaucracy”. He also vetoed 

a bill to raise the minimum 

wage to a level that would 

better sustain a family grap-

pling with the high cost of 

living in the Garden State. He 

is no fan of civil rights either, 

vetoing a marriage equality bill 

and condemning the recent 

Supreme Court ruling throw-

ing out the Defense of Mar-

riage Act (DOMA). 

   Nope, I don't think so. 

 

-Ed Howard 

   On August 19th, New Jer-

sey Governor, Chris Christie, 

signed into law a bill which 

outlaws attempts by Sex 

Therapists to convert homo-

sexuals to heterosexuality. 

   Perhaps he had seen Sordid 

Lives, and was touched by this 

movie centered around “Little 

Brother”, a flamboyant gay 

who had spent most of his 

adult life in a mental institu-

tion, and who finally resists 

the misguided efforts of a des-

perately ambitious therapist 

determined to convert him. 

Or perhaps it was because 

Christie had finally accepted 

the fact that “they are born 

that way”. Whatever his rea-

sons, we commend the legisla-

tors and him for passing the 

bill. By so doing, they make 

New Jersey the second state 

The Enigmatic Governor 

September 15—Poetry Reading.  

September 22—Reverend Doddie 

Stone returns to preach on The 

Changing Times. Ed Howard wor-

ship leader. Potluck following service. 

September 29—Representatives from 

Gender Warriors will present. 
Water Chalice by Spirit of Life 

UU in Odessa, FL 

http://www.spiritoflifeuu.org/
http://www.spiritoflifeuu.org/
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August Board Meeting Highlights 

   On the evening of August 5th, 

while the Board was meeting in the 

foyer, members of the “Down to 

Earth” support group, led by mem-

ber Ken Combs, were meeting in the 

sanctuary of UUCE. We hope this 

new group is successful in addressing 

the needs of the attendees, and that 

the Board will be sharing the Church 

building with them for many more 

Monday nights. 

   Reminding other Board members 

of the recent resignation of RE Di-

rector Joan DeVillez, President Ed 

recommended Ashley Perkins as her 

successor. After Ashley answered 

some questions as to her back-

ground and interest in the position, 

the Board voted unanimously to ap-

point her. She will continue to hold 

the job of Administrative Assistant. 

   The Chair also reminded the 

Board of the need to appoint some-

one to take the Director’s position 

left vacant with the resignation of 

Alice Carden. He asked them to 

choose from those who have re-

cently joined UUCE. But Chris Nor-

rington reminded them that some-

one must be a member for one full 

year before being eligible to serve on 

the Board. This effectively eliminates 

most new members as nominees. 

After discussion, it was agreed that 

our By-Laws should be amended to 

alter or strike that provision. To 

start the process, the Chair ap-

pointed Tina Sizemore (Chair), Chris 

Norrington, and Mollie Pharo as an 

Ad Hoc committee to draft an 

amendment for presentation to the 

full congregation for a vote. 

   Chris announced that John 

Schaeffer, Chair of House and 

Grounds, and Ashley Perkins, Ad-

ministrative Assistant, have drafted 

an application and a protocol for 

issuing new keys to the Church 

building after the locks are changed 

October 1st. Anyone who has need 

for a key must apply before that 

date. 

   After discussion, members of the 

Board voted to drop our bi-weekly 

newspaper ad and put the money 

towards other marketing endeavors. 

   Finally, Ashley announced she is 

changing her office hours, dropping 

Saturday and adding Wednesday. She 

will now be in the office Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday from 9:00a.m. 

until 2:00p.m. This will enable her to 

publish the weekly newsletter a day 

earlier. 

   Because the first Monday in Sep-

tember falls on Labor Day, the Board 

voted to meet instead on Monday, 

September 9th at 7:00p.m. 

    

Below:  August 16th, the third Friday, volun-

teers Teddye Thompson and Sharon Dennis 

prepare garlic bread for over one hundred 

residents of the United Caring Shelter 

Above:  Volunteer Chris Norrington com-

mented, “The paparazzi follow me every-

where I go.” 

Above:  John Schaeffer, chief cook and bot-

tle washer, boils water and tomato sauce 

for the spaghetti. Assisting were Ed How-

ard and Ashley Perkins. 
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T H E  C O M P A S S  

A huge “Thank You!” to Bethel United Church of 

Christ who donated the use of their kitchen and 

to all who helped.  By the end of the day Tuesday, 

we had cooked and bagged 3,600 brownies and 

made all of the soup to be sold for the Fall Festi-

val. Great job! 

 

Fall Festival Cooking Update 

Joel Haffner, Ed Howard, and Mary Helen Weldy cutting 

bacon brownies, while John Schaeffer bagged black bean 

soup. Not pictured: Linda Sue mixed brownies and 

made the black bean soup. 

Ed Howard sprinkling bacon on brownies, while 

Marie-Paule Marty mixed and poured brownie 

batter. 

Nancy Higgs, Mollie Pharo, and Mary Jane Steele bagging 

brownies. Not pictured: Joan Hargis, Tina Sizemore, 

and Mary Helen Weldy. 

Ashley Perkins mixing brownie batter.  



P A G E  5  

Board of Directors: 

President  Ed Howard 

President Elect  Bev Tonso 

Secretary   David Fentress 

Secretary Elect  Tina Sizemore 

Treasurer  Chris Norrington 

Treasurer Elect  Mollie Pharo 

Director   Open 

Director   Jasmine Sturgill 

RE Director  Ashley Perkins 

  

Other Volunteers: 

Youth Leader  Mary Helen Weldy 

Building and Grounds John Schaeffer 

Stewardship  John Schaeffer 

Communications  Chris Norrington 

Social Justice  Pam Thoren 

Congregational Life Bev Tonso 

Worship Associates Tom Moor 

Newsletter Editor Ed Howard 

   uuceeditor@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Ashley Perkins 

Website   www.uuevansville.org  
Child care available 

during service! 

Service on Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Youth RE on Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Evansville 

2910 East Morgan Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47711 

812-474-1704 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
    

7pm Board Meeting 

 

Tuesday, September 10: 7pm Pagan 

Study Group 

 

Sunday, September 15: 9am Adult 

Discussion Group 

 

   10am Poetry Reading  

 

Monday, September 16: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

 

Friday, September 20: 3:30pm United 

Caring Shelter Spaghetti Dinner 

 

Sunday, September 22: 10am The 

Changing Times; Potluck following 

service 

 

Sunday, September 1: 9am Adult Dis-

cussion Group 

 

   10am Water Communion 

 

Monday, September 2: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

 

Wednesday, September 4: 6:30pm 

Religious Exploration Committee 

Meeting at Chalice House 

 

Friday, September 6: 7pm Drum Cir-

cle 

 

Sunday, September 8: 10am You Are 

Only Old Once; Children’s RE classes 

begin 

 

Monday, September 9: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

Monday, September 23: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

 

Tuesday, September 24: 7pm Pagan 

Study Group 

 

Wednesday, September 25: 6:30pm 

Congregational Life Committee 

Meeting 

 

Thursday, September 26: 11:30am 

Lunch Bunch Book Club 

 

Sunday, September 29: 10am Gender 

Warriors 

 

Monday, September 30: 6pm Down to 

Earth 

 

 

 


